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The MWhisper
The Wamboin Whisper: The Whisper is a monthly community newsletter established in 1981 by and owned by the Wamboin
Community Association. The Whisper is printed at Elect Printing in Fyshwick at the start of each month, excluding January. It is
distributed to every letterbox in Wamboin, Bywong and Queanbeyan-Palerang Council residents just southeast of the Federal
Highway. Each issue goes to volunteer deliverers by the first Sunday of the month and is also then available at
www.wamboincommunity.asn.au. Any proceeds from advertisements in The Whisper after printing costs go to the Wamboin
Community Association.

Bywong and Wamboin Facilities and Contacts
Ambulance - Dial Triple Zero (000) All Hours
Bungendore Police: 6118 1240 Ambulance Bookings: 131233
Wamboin Community Assn https:\\wamboincommunity.org.au
_Bywong Community www.bywongcommunity.org.au
Fire Brigade http://wamboin.rfsa.org.au
Bywong and Wamboin Facilities and Contacts

Bywong Community Justin Jarvis - President 0404 460 568 president@bywongcommunity.org.au
Bywong Hall Bookings Bookings Officer Irrhallbywong@gmail.com
Church - Anglican Gai Donald - Warden 0438 400 364 peterandandrew2012@gmail.com
Community Nurse Heather Morrison - Bungendore 6238 1333

Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade Neville Schroder - Captain 0409 991 340 wamboincaptain@gmail.com
Geary’s Gap Pony Club Cameron Smith 0419 449 747

Golf Ken Gordon 0455 839 840 ken.gordon1962@gmail.com
Injured Wildlife Wildcare — Helpline 6299 1966

Justice of the Peace Andrew Stainlay — JP 0408 469 880 stains@bigpond.net.au

Justice of the Peace Leanne (Lee) Ward — JP 0411 207 317 leannefward@gmail.com

KYB Bible Study Group Robyn Doran 6238 3469 rdoran4@bigpond.com
Landcare Kathy Handel - Treasurer 6238 3596 khandel@bigpond.net.au

NSW SES (assist — storm/flood) NSW Call Centre 132 500

NSW SES Bungend. (non-urgent) After Hours Duty Officer 6238 0222

Sutton School Playgroup Felicity — Contact Person 0413 174 204 Playgroup.sutton@gmail.com
Table Tennis Mike Muston 0406 606 238 mikemuston@gmail.com
Wamboin Community Assoc. Jenny Richards - President 0490 020 165 president@wamboincommunity.asn.au
Wamboin-Bung. Book Group Sally Saunders 0419 303 229 sally.saunders1@bigpond.com
Wamboin Hall Bookings Joan Mason 6238 3258 wamboinhall@gmail.com
Wamboin Markets Meriel Schultz 6238 3309 Imsconsulting@bigpond.com
Wamboin Play Group Denise Lang — Co-ordinator wamboin.playgroup@gmail.com
Gearys Gap Pony Club Kate O’Connor, President 0413 008 824 gearysgap.ponyclub@gmail.com
Wamboin Pony Club Stacey Burgess -Contact Person 0414 672 979 wamboinpcsecretary@gmail.com
Wamboin Thurs Social Grp Narelle Pumphrey 0438 917 206 pumpbnjc@westnet.com.au
Greenways Mgmt Commtee Kathy Handel - Chair 6238 3596 khandel@bigpond.net.au
Wonderful Women of Wamboin Gail Ritchie Knight 0416 097 500 whirlwind1@argonite.com.au

ARF (Rescue Dogs) Lisa Whitney 0408 260 796 lisawhitney059@gmail.com

Young Entrepreneurs: Rebecca Purdie — pet/horse sitting 6238 3343
Grace Taylor 0490 758 476 baby sitting and tutoring for primary school students gracetaylorl45@gmail.com
Kathleen Dunkerly - baby sitting - 0435 794 070 kathleen.dunkerlyO7@gmail.com Elly and Rex Collins - house cleaning 0418 979 474.
Contributions to the Whisper: Contributions from all residents are encouraged, valued and the main content of the newsletter. The
current editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 0409 997 082. Paul Downey of Cooper Road also shares
the editing. Please email contributions to nednoel@optusnet.com.au or mail them or drop them off. On contentious matters the
Wamboin Community Association will strive to maintain a balanced view, by seeking advice from the editorial team and by seeking
alternative views to be published in the same edition. The deadline for each issue is the last Sunday night of the month before. There
is, by tradition, no January Whisper, mainly to give all its volunteer workers a rest. The deadline for the July 2024 issue is 7 pm
Sunday night, June 30, 2024. Advertising prices, per issue, based on rough fraction of the inside the margins A4 area: 1/8 $24
1/6 29 ¥4 $35 1/3 $44 % $70 2/3 $97 Full Page $140.email or phone the editor as above.

Rabbits - Wamboin
Community Meeting

Wamboin Mid-Winter Ball

Bywong Trivia Night July 20 5:30 — 11:00 pm

'2‘?‘3??0?3/7";?\'299'_'%' For Tickets email V;{%?i?;no';ﬂ'
| ogth ofJUNEp wamboinballtickets@gmail.com Tuesday June

$85 per person 18
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Qbk/ 0; Our Autumn Blend is loaded
(A) with antioxidant properties,
6\/ i the herbs selected in this

blend target all body systems

i
MS UA/ 0\/ to aid the immune system.

Peppermint

:, “ .St.Al\/lary’s
Licorice ,, > - . e ey Thistle

Rosehips

F lated t C T y
hZIrFr)n:ereareC;/our O u n r
horse for the colder PO rk

months of winter.

order online

countrypark.com.au
02 62381135 Carol 07 55964387 Ruth

Ad-Design by Sandy Morphett
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Wamboin Community
Association

Wambaoin

HI(({ ((ull(‘, b(l((

July | 20 | 2024
5:30 - 11pm

Champagne on arrival
3 Course dinner
Music by Soul Plumbers
Lucky door prize
BYO drinks with prize for best dressed esky
Dress: 8emi-Formal / cocktail

Don’t forget to bring cash on the night to purchase raffle tickets for some

amazing prizes kindly donated by: Contentious Character, Norton Road Wines,

Bungendore Country Butchery, The George Bar & Dining and Inland Trading

community supporter

CRAIG TIERNEY SERVICES

0ce

Water
Delivery

Water Tank Domestic/

Slashing/
Cleaning Commercial Rotary hoe
Cleaning

wWww.Ctservices.com.au
info@ctservices.com.au
6236 3606 | 0409 141 960

Rabbits galore! What we need to know.
Discussion with Local Land Services,
Tuesday 18 June

At a recent meeting of the Wamboin Community
Assoc. (WCA) people discussed the current proliferation of
rabbits in our area. They asked the WCA to arrange an
information/discussion session about rabbit control.

Accordingly, at the WCA meeting on Tue 18 June
(7.30 pm at the Wamboin Community Hall, 112 Bingley Way,
Wamboin) local resident Louise MacDonald, A/Senior
Biosecurity Officer from South East Local Land Services (LLS)
will meet with the Wamboin/Bywong/ Sutton East community
to provide information about rabbit control, and to respond to
questions.

Louise explains that rabbits were introduced from
Europe in the 18" century and have plagued the Australian
landscape ever since. When populations rise, they can cause
severe land degradation and impact significantly on both
agriculture and biodiversity. Their impacts include:

. Overgrazing of pastures, leading to reduced
production and land degradation.

. Competition for habitat with native animals.

. Suppression of naturally regenerating plants in
bushland and conservation zones.

o Form the main food source of feral cats and foxes
thereby boosting these populations.

. Rabbits are a declared noxious pest, and all
landholders are obliged to undertake control
activities.

Many efforts have been made to keep them under
control over the years with varied success. There is no silver
bullet for their control and because rabbits move freely across
property boundaries and breed rapidly, they can colonise and
repopulate areas very quickly. This means we must work with
all our neighbours and employ a range of techniques if we are
to knock back their numbers enough to achieve significant
results

South East LLS wants to assist landholders by helping
form rabbit control groups and
developing control strategies,
specific to each property and group,
that lead to benefits for our natural
environment and agricultural
businesses.

To handle baits as part of

ok

an integrated control program all landholders must have
completed a course in either AQF3 Chemical Accreditation or
Vertebrate Pest Induction Training (VPIT) either face to face or
via the Local Land Services website.

All welcome, and bring your neighbours
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I L) Hooker

Country Canberra

We've come to the country.

Servicing all country areas surrounding Canberra.

From Yass to Braidwood and Goulburn to Cooma,
we have you covered.

Local People. National Brand.

country@ljhookercountry.com.au
(02) 6213 3999
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www.bywongcommunity.org.au

Hello Friends,

There is a lot to talk about in this edition of the
Whisper. With winter heading our way, there is a lot to
prepare for. Not the empty any pumps that might freeze and
making sure you have lots of firewood...

Later in the year, normally around August, the BCA
hold its Annual General Meeting. This is the time when we
go through the year and also the time to bring new members
onto the committee. Have a think about coming along to the
meeting and or joining the committee, it only takes a small
commitment and goes a long way to making the community a
bit stronger and a bit better. This year we have had a great
committee group; we have focussed on improving our
relationships with the other committees in the area.

The BCA represented for fundraising at the Queanbeyan
Rodeo, the presentation night for that is coming up.
Additionally a combined force made up of Landcare, the
Greenways committee, the Hall Committee and the BCA
have held a number of community days so far this year.

Commercial At the most recent community day, just a few weeks ago,
““ a hardy group of locals spent some time tidying up the hall and
D‘“ 1& g D om estz' c removing Sifton bush. To make it even better, the Gearys Gap land
““ & care group very generously donated a collection of plants that, in
“ %%" raining weather (that might have been perfect for planting), a group
“ N ? of us in gumboots and raincoats, installed about 30 new plants
&\ m around the playground and on the side of the embankment next to
ptV the car park. A special thanks the Hans who helped guide the plant
and location choices.
dg Honest As we move closer to the middle of winter we must
* New builds or repairs Excavator & | A(so remember the Bywong Community Association annual
* Wood, metal, and dg Reliable Skid Steer Trivia Night. This event has been on the calendar for a number of
earthworks . Services years and each time gets better and better and there has been some
* Landscaping e Quality I hot contest amongst tables of locals who all know better than the
*Drainage rest. This year due to the Olympics there will be an Olympic theme,
s Fancing & Gatds but this does not mean it’s just about the sport. (There will
* Animal house.s . ”W 09%%/ absolutely be tenuous links to one of the greatest sporting events to
: SR';Z'i'nci:""c"::::gJ°bs ever be a sporting event) So grab a bunch of friends / or the
- Bakie Pgrgolas & Follow us on Facebook @ smartest people you know and book a table by sending an email to
Carpars Commercial & Domestic Services president@bywongcommunity.org.au Be assured that this will be a
D — Local Work in Wamboin & Bywong broad ranging trivia night and we will have a YOUTH category so
make sure those who would fit in that category are lined up.

S AT So over the next few months remember the
INNOV3arlrivye AGM in August, another community day around
October but before that, the Trivia night. Email me to
make a booking for tables (so we know how many

people are coming.). See you all around. - Justin
Products:

Fire pits

Trivia Night At the Bywong
hall 6:30 for 7PM -9pm
29" of June

Email:sales@innovativemetalworx.com.au 1/43 Aurora Ave Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Website: innovativemetalworx.com.au PH 0428 381 932
Facebook - Innovative Metalworx PH 02 6232 9207

ABN - 85 168 525 513



mailto:president@bywongcommunity.org.au

Wamboin Whisper June 2024 Page 6 of 24

 Gerirgly

SUNNINGDALE ESTATE

MURRUMBATEMAN

LAND FOR SALE

MURRUMBATEMAN

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR LAND IN
CANBERRA YOU HAVE TO LOOK AT THIS.

BLOCKS OF LAND 1500sgm - 6300sgm
FROM $590,000

Kim Gilbert Daniel Gilbert ll '-J Hooker

0438 633 378 0411 478 364
kgilbert@ljhookercountry.com.au  dgilbert@ljhookercountry.com.au
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FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

Qo

GE

The Wamboin
Firefighter

~iOI

PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.

Callouts and what we have been up to.

The last month has had: 4 callouts. 2 x MVA’s, 1 x fuel spill and 1 x tree alight. Apart from the Tuesday night and Saturday
training night, there has been a tightly scheduled training over many months and recent assessment for three of our newer members. A
joint assessment at the Wamboin grounds, saw 3 of our new members and a number of Queanbeyan members, successfully pass their
BF (Bushfire fighter) qualification. We wish Andy, Lee and Nathan the best
within the brigade.

Training never stops. You might think, “What is there to know about
putting water on a fire?”

Each time a new RFS vehicle is built, the latest design improvements
are put into the vehicle, so there can be big differences within RFS vehicles.
With a fleet of over 4000 appliances, there can be a huge difference in where
things are kept on the vehicle, pumps and pump manifold configurations. Our
four vehicles are very individual. Training hopefully, will allow us to adapt to
whatever vehicle we have to use. Other brigades can use our trucks, and we can
use their trucks, especially in out of area deployments. We must know about
“hydraulics”, pump pressures depending on nozzles and hose lengths, pressure
drops and how to “draft” (suck) water from dams, rivers, pools or any other
water source, and that’s all before we put the wet stuff on the hot stuff. We
must know how to work in areas that have reticulated water mains, like in
towns and villages, and be able to use street hydrants to fill tanks, or use on an actual fire. Safety is always emphasised as high-
pressure water can be a dangerous thing. We may need to use firefighting foam on bushfires or fuel spills. This might be mixed
automatically within the pumping controller or a manual method.

The RFS responds to bushfires, structural fires (houses, sheds, and buildings)
motor vehicle fires and accidents, and assist other emergency agencies or storms
and floods. With close to 2000 brigades in the NSWRFS, there is always regular
training to be done in each brigade. Once becoming a “BF” (bushfire fighter),
there are a huge number of other courses available, if you want to continue in
leadership roles. These are assessed, and a qualification given. Almost 80 courses
are available, from chainsaw operator to “Section 44 controller” which is a very
major role. Many of these might take a decade or more to even qualify to start to

' train for. A “Crew leader”, and driver is essential on each truck. To get to a crew
leader status, you must complete Crew leader wildfire, village and supervision

| which will follow other mandatory qualifications. Field officers are also appointed
(Captains and deputy captains) as well as important roles such as President, Vice
President, Vice president, Secretary, Membership Secretary, Treasurer, Support
Crew coordinator, Community Safety/Education Officer, Equipment Officer, Brigade Training Officer and Junior and Youth
Coordinator. If you prefer to take on a position that does not involve firefighting, you can become a support member, or part of the
executive which positions are listed above, or you can do both! We are always looking for support members who work on fundraising,
catering or other events that the brigade is involved with. Come and join the other 71,000 NSWRFS members who volunteer and
create lifelong friendships! - Stay safe, -Don Evans

Membership enquiries Wamboinmembership@gmail.com
Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade https://wamboin.rfsa.org.au -
NSW Rural Fire Service www.rfs.nsw.gov.au Yog a I I"I
Wamboin Facebook page Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade s tt
Queanbeyan Fire Control 6128 0600 (business hours only) u 0 |1
WAMBOIN HORSE SERVICES & AGISTMENT — “Our team excels.” It feels so good!
Contact: Paul 0423 954 917 All Hours Tuesdays 10 -11:30 am
www.paudebaire.id.au Sutton Hall
eEstablished, Boutique, Secure, double gated location - - (]
8 mins Bungendore in Wamboin Beglnners welcome-
oFriendly, helpful team caring for your horse, Comp
i i i Prep, Return to Riding lessons
PaUdEba"e Equme SGTVlceS eElectric fences, Pasture - groomed paddocks, Vet M aureen - 0402 900 03 3
stables, Post and Rail yards, Float park, Wash point and Crush enjoy.yogawithmaureen@gmail.com
e Share a paddock with another friendly horse — hay or hard feed options — NO DIY
e Use our dressage arena, jump paddock, exercise tracks, ride out on the Greenways



http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
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urley Bird

A

s Tree Services A
A }
Sick of door knockers? Get someone local you can

trust.
Located in Wamboin with 18 years experience & CERT 3
Arborist. We are fully insured & equipped with a range of
equipment to assist you get the results you want!

Below are our services that we offer, but not limited to:

e Tree Removal ¢ Weight Reduction/Select
e Stump Grinding Thinning _
e Tree Pruning & Shaping e Emergency Tree Services
e EVO Energy Accredidated (ACT)

""""""

; J 0431 56 7 1

/

. —
Contact us on the belw details:
Darren Hurley; 0431 546 702
Admin & Bookings: Kayla; 0436 406 988
hurleybirdtrees@gmail.com

.,
- - LATa s BT e g -
== ‘Q;szfs‘:ﬁ - T W ﬁsm-‘\ N —
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Wamboin Golf

Sunday 5 May 2025 10 Wamboin golfers ventured on course to
compete in the Ted Evans Memorial GST competition. The sponsors for
) the month were Judith, Kathy and Keith. Typically this competition
‘ involves pairs of golfers participating in an American Twosomes. To assist
players understand the complexities of the competition a rule sheet was
provided, with interpretations open to each team! No visitors as the
weather wasn’t promising before the game commenced.

The googly ball was awarded to Col Urghart making his long
awaited return from
injury with some
commentary suggested
he could have spent
some of this time searching for a long lost 5-iron.  The spit the dummy may
have been shared between Larry and Keith. Larry for his questioning of the
complexity of the scoring system in place and Keith for his defence of said
scoring system. The nine-hole competition was taken out by Pete and Col (must
have been fresh from his break) with Rob and Chris in second and Steve and
Larry in third.  The eighteen-hole competition was taken out by Matt and
Cameron from John and Travis.

We hope you can join us at the community hall at 12.15pm on Sunday, 2
June for a 12.30pm start. We look forward to seeing everyone and more back on
Sunday 4 September for the famous Spring Trophy sponsored by Lofty and Joan
Mason. Bring an appetite for Joan’s spring rolls. If you care to join us, we meet at the Wamboin Community Hall at 12:15 for a 12:30
start. — Ken Gordon

Road Works?

With the long awaited (and very poor) resurfacing of the pot-holed area of Norton Road, you may not have noticed the
removal of the large shrub at the corner of Bingley Way and Norton Road. This bushy shrub was blocking the view of oncoming
traffic when driving out of Bingley Way.

Please don’t embarrass Council by thanking them; it was done by Larry and Trent with the OK of the corner home.

Also, part solved was the question of the similar sited concrete cone. No, it is not a survey marker, nor is it a cover for a town
water supply and it is not a marker for our long awaited NBN connection. It is just a large inverted planting pot used in ACT
roadsides. How did it get there? The only thing for sure: it didn’t roll down hill! - Lofty Mason

Heavy Rigid Tip Truck, 5.5t Excavator, Bobcat and
1.7t Excavator wet hire

Locally owned and operated business offering all forms of excavation

Animal burials
Concrete preps for driveways and paths
Landscape preps
House/Shed/Garage site cuts with laser leveling
Trenching/absorption trenches
Rubbish/fill removal
Fallen tree removal
Horse Arena’s and Stable/wash bays
Rural road and driveway maintenance
no job to small

Rock Hammer, Auger, Pallet forks, Trench and Ripper attachments available
Experienced, professional, reliable service at competitive rates.
Contact Ken on 0438 600 393 or Kennyzdirtworx@gmail.com
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]ames is always

& nothmg is'too
hard. He'is
honest nghly

A Wamboin local who really
knows the country.

As a fellow Wamboin resident, | and Wagga Wagga, | now call So, if you're thinking of selling and
know the value of living in our Wamboin home and am raising my want friendly, professional advice
great area. family in this incredible area. from a local who loves living and

working in our region, please get

I've lived and breathed a rural-city  For over 18 years, I've been in touch with me.

lifestyle since | was young. From helping people across NSW and
Mittagong, Queanbeyan, Canberra the ACT to buy and sell homes.

Selling or buying? Call James.

[m] il I!IE

III - .: -ll
|||| | l-lln- _':II JAMES BARNSLEY
: I I LICENSED AGENT

0413 884 408
||| = jbarnsley@blackshaw.com.au

| rl. |'|I
I -lll II-I

I
l l
lI Il blackshawqueanbeyan

E II lIII I III 'llll @ blackshawqueanbeyan
l [T
Licensed Agent Top Notch Property Management Pty Ltd | ABN 99 144 833 054 S




Wamboin Whisper June 2024 Page 11 of 24

Bird Of The Month

By Luke Downey
For June | chose the Grey Butcherbird, a widespread and familiar bird to many

Australians.
Grey Butcherbird (Cracticus torquatus)
Size: 24-30cm. Status: Common breeding resident.

The Grey Butcherbird is a medium-sized bird with a long grey hooked bill, tipped
black. It has a black head with white lores and a silvery-grey back and black wings
with a white wingbar. The rump is white contrasting with the black tail tipped white.
The underparts are also white up to the throat, including a white semi-collar on the
neck sides. Immature birds are brown and mottled overall especially above and buffy
below. Single birds to pairs are typically encountered. They perch in the open, diving
to the ground to take prey such as small reptiles and mammals, as well as insects.
Their flight is direct with rapid wingbeats. The Grey Butcherbird’s name comes from
the bird’s unique adaptation to hunting. Butcherbirds take their prey and “butcher” it
by skewering it
onto a sharp

stick or in a small branch fork where it is left and can be g E Servicing Canberra &
returned to for a later feed. The Grey Butcherbird is also often Rural Surrounds
recognised for its high pitched carolling, rolling-warbling BULLET BINS 0409 201 197

chuckle call. They also give some shorter rolling “kaarr, kaarr” sales@bulletbins.com

calls. Grey Butcherbirds are widespread throughout most

N : t » Skip Bin Hire
habitats including parks, gardens, woodlands, scrub and urban « Domestic & Commercial
areas, but rarely frequent denser forested areas. They can be - General Waste
nomadic and move around within areas where they can come * Green Waste
and go from certain sites from time to time. The larger Pied : 2:’;;
Butcherbird is purely black and white with full dark hood and is o Conorots & iiasoney

rare in this region, helping to eliminate confusion. Make sure to
keep a look and listen out for Butcherbirds around at the
moment. (Photo from Google Images)

#e

N

» 12t West-Trans Loader

SKIP BIN HIRE - OUR BIN SIZES RANGE FROM 2.5m", 3m®, 4.5m® and 6m® to 10m*

24/7 Equine Care

CANBERRA
EquQ HOSPITAL 3 econberratquineHospital

MR SWEEP CHIMNEY AND FLUE CLEANING

WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:
- Caring for your horse like they are our own

& Chimney Cleaning and Inspection and Safety Checks

& R

epairs and Maintenance Our passionate team of equine professionals offer:

Firebox repalrsl *  24/7 care from experienced equine vets & nurses
Fire door reseals +  Complete ambulatory service

Pyro Glass replacements * Purpose built equine hospital & surgery

Wood heater fan servicing and/or replacement * Full range of veterinary services including imaging

Chimney top caps and dentistry, see our website for details

Chimney dampers
Flue extensions
Chimney Flashing

Mt MaT Mt N M M M N B

Possum and bird proofing

CONTACT Us:
Mob: 0411 111 707
Email: sweep@iinet.net.au

For more information about our services and prices
please go to our website:
https://www.mrsweep.com.au

02 6241 8888 | www.canberraequinehospital.com.au
Cnr Barton & Federal Hwy, Lyneham ACT 2602
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We Care More

Contact us for an obligation free appraisal

Whether you are thinking of moving, doing renovations,
extending, or, just want to know the value of vour property in
the currenl markel, we are happy lo help.

Ray White Bungendore

Office - 6238 o700

Ellie Merriman - 0402 117 877

Doug Merriman - 0419 999 001

Ava Merriman - 0429 517 003 g
www.raywhitebungendore.com.au RayWhite.
Lic Agent Palerang Real Estate Pty Ltd
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Wamboin Playgroup Update: Little Shed Blue

Those visiting the Wamboin Community Hall recently may have noticed a new, blue update to the playground area. After
months of preparations, donations of paint from QRPC, and several working bees, playgroup is excited to show off our new and
improved play-shed! So many members of our community rolled up their sleeves and spent hours stripping, washing, priming, and
painting one of Playgroups most essential features. Playgroup Coordinator (Denise Lang) would like to extend her gratitude to
everyone who made this possible: Jeremy Acton, Zoe Walker, Marianne and Ross Ackland, Tanya and Kimmy Jay, Rebecca
Henderson, Kayla May and Anna Rawlings, who provided some very morale boosting, tasty treats to play shed painters and volunteer
firefighters alike!

Wamboin Playgroup is run entirely by volunteers and supported by community donations. The efforts of QRPC was also
essential, and Playgroup would like to thank council for their assistance and contributions, specifically local Counsellor Ross
Macdonald and Maintenance Team Leader Peter Callander. Our local Playgroup is a wonderful place to bond and create memories
that last a lifetime! Come be a part of this weekly opportunity for our kids to head outside and get some fresh air, sun and
socialisation.

How Wamboin Playgroup Works:  Our local playground facilities are fenced in and child safe—so we can
let kids run free and enjoy a cuppa with other adults. We are an unstructured Playgroup with lots of space to explore and
variety of toys for babies and children. Playgroup is a great opportunity to introduce our children to each other and
establish new friendships.

We kindly request each carer \h//‘
bring prepared fruit to add to a healthy - + BRINDABELl A EQUINE

morning tea platter for our children to
enjoy. We maintain and encourage a MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICE

rotating baked goods roster for those who like to get GOT HORSES ? YOU NEED A MOBILE HORSE VET
crafty in the kitchen and bring in something tasty. Kergericy:aq brs
Carers are also requested to bring along any essentials

. . . . o Lameness

their children may need: water/drink bottles, sunhats, « X ray & Ultrasound
sun cream, etc. + General Consultation

When and Where: If you are home with little * Equine Dentistry (routine & advanced)
ones aged 0-6, please make it a priority to come to our . E;F;’%“e':‘iti':s“

.

free, local Playgroup every Tuesday from 10-12:00 at « Preventative Hosiihieare
the Wamboin Community Hall at 112 Bingley Way. « Pre-purchase Examinations

- Denise Lang- Wamboin Playgrou o Stable Facilities

9 Y9 P « Reduce Travel Day

Coordinator
If you have any enquiries, please

email wamboin.playgr
ou mail.com

Allie Corripio BSc (Pre-Vet) DVM CMAVA www.brindabellaequinevet.com
Ph : 0429 074 686 — Office : 0457 453 819 info@brindabellaequinevet.com.au
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Bywong and Wamboin Classifieds

I am Relocating , and have furniture for sale, made of Malaysia Oak,
Please call 0478960267—Grace

QPRC Mobile Library; The QPRC Mobile Library bus will be at
the Wamboin Hall from 10.30-11.30am on Thursday 13 and 27 June
2024, and then fortnightly. The Mobile Library provides a wonderful
opportunity to borrow books, CDs, audio books etc. Please support
this great service. After you have visited the library drop into the
Social Group and have a cuppa.

Wamboin Thursday Social Group: The Thursday Social Drop In
Group operates each Thursday morning from 10 — 12 noon at the
Wamboin Hall, Bingley Way. The group provides a wonderful chance
to meet up with some local residents. If you have some time free on a
Thursday morning pop in, have a game of scrabble, or rummykub, a
cuppa and chat. New people are very welcome to attend.

Monday night yoga in Wamboin! Join me from 6:30 to 8:00pm at
the Wamboin hall each Monday night to Build Strength, Mobility and
Balance through a strong yet accessible vinyasa yoga class. These
classes are a combination of self care, physical practice and deep
relaxation. Each class starts with connection to self, moves you
through a physical practice and finishes with deep relaxation
accompanied by a sound bath. Classes are sequenced to allow for all
abilities from beginners through to advanced.

Book via grounded-motion.com/classes  Morgan Hubbard -
info@grounded-motion.com or 0428409021

WWW.SEMIHOUSE.COM.AU

GIVE YOUR ADULT CHILD THE

GIFT OF INDEPENDENCE

(AND KEEP THEM CLOSE!)

« Functional 20m2 studio for $119.5K
« Spacious 1-2BR 40m2 home for S195K

7

Want to support your adult child's dream of homeownership?
A SemiHouse on your property offers independence, privacy,
and a stunningly affordable solution.

No complex council approvals needed - it's a caravan!

Help your child take the first step!

Call Geoff on 0413382235 to schedule a site visit |
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CLEAN WATER
TANK SERVICES

tanks cleaned with minimal water loss
crack repairs - flexible reinforced membrane
metal covers supplied & fitted

tank & house lines

water treatment -

ring JOHIN on
0428 489 291

BRUCIC EXCAVATIONS

Trucks, Bobeats & Excavators
For hire: Rock Hammer, Auger and Pallet Forks,

* Roadworks * House Sites ¢ Sheds & Garages,
* Water Tanks ¢ Footings * Sand & Gravel
+ Landscape Supplies
+ Supply & Install Septic Tanks & Absorption Trenches
admin@brucicgroup.com.au
Enquiries call Darko on
6238 1884 or 0408 682 191

SemiHouse

A Real House - Just on Wheels

LEGAL SIMPLICITY

Permanent home with no
council approvals needed

COMFORTABLE LIVING

Spacious layouts designed
for everyday enjoyment

PREMIUM VALUE

High-quality finishes at an
incredible price
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Gearys Gap/Wamboin Landcare Group Committee -- Gearys Gap/Wamboin Landcare

Group’s approach to native plant invaders in the Wamboin/Bywong area

We write in reference to the article by Paul Downey on page 23 of the May 2024 Whisper “Growing Wattles (Acacia sp.) A
Word of Caution — Many Species Are Highly invasive”. His article was in answer to one on wattles by Vicki Still for our Landcare
Group in the April 2024 issue of the Wamboin Whisper. Our Landcare Group, including our nursery manager Vicki Still, sincerely
thanks Paul for his educative article, and fully supports what he wrote.

We were able to access Paul’s (and his co-author Steve Taylor’s) referenced unpublished report “Native Plant Invaders in the
Australian Capital Territory” (2023) in which he provides a list of native species that are now regarded as naturalised in the ACT.
Elsewhere they define ‘naturalised’ as plants that reproduce consistently and sustain populations over many life cycles without direct
intervention by humans (or in spite of human intervention). Fairly obviously, the ACT list is directly relevant in our region of
Wamboin/Bywong. Our Landcare Group fully agrees with the authors about the invasive potential of the listed plant species contained
in that list, as many of them are now naturalising here. We are also concerned about the use of the invasive wattle species contained in
his list.

We would like to reassure Paul and the community that we are constantly aware of the need for re-assessment of the species
we produce. In reference to wattles, we have previously grown Snowy River wattle (Acacia boormanii), knife-leaf wattle (A.
cultriformis), white sallee wattle (A. floribunda), hairy wattle (A. vestita) and Wyalong wattle (A. cardiophylla). Based on our own
observations over a number of years of the tendency of these species to naturalise, as well as information from sources such as
Canberra Naturemapr, we discontinued the production of these species some years ago. We also have discontinued producing Ovens
wattle (A. pravissima), a species native to the western part of the ACT, but not our district. Ovens wattle is naturalising more
prolifically here than almost all the previously mentioned species.

The only species on the list that we are currently growing are fringed wattle (A. fimbriata), present regionally at the
Shoalhaven River, and blue bush (A. covenyi) of the Deua River region. Due to the NatureMapr recorded sightings, these species may
be at an early stage of naturalisation near urban areas in Canberra. However, as a result of this evidence of naturalisation, these
species will now be withdrawn from our production activity. Of course, nearly all if not all these species, are commonly available in
the nursery industry. They may well be reluctant to withdraw any of these well-known species.

As we revise any other emerging invasive species, the Landare Group will provide information on such species on our
Facebook page and website at the addresses below.

Website:  https://landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/gearys-gap-wamboin-landcare-group/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/271664046691240/

REFERENCE
Downey, PO & Taylor, S 2023, Native plant invaders in the Australian Capital Territory — a list of problematic native plant species
for potential management, unpublished report prepared for the ACT Government, Canberra,
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/376237449 Native Plant_Invaders_in_the Australian_Capital Territory -

A_list_of problematic_native_plant_species_for_potential management
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SHERONY PARK

PRACTICAL AND SAFE HORSE MANAGEMENT

Coming Events at Sherony Park

Facilities available for hire at Michael Godding Classical Tori Jeffress Classical Horsemanship

reasonable prices. Training & Working Equitation 15 June 2024

« Covered Arena with lights,  Sundays, Mondays & Bookings: Heidi Jessup (msngr)
stadium seating & Wednesdays weekly
Kitchenette Bookings: 0410 611 577 Belinda Bolsenbroek Classical

« Classroom with Kitchenette michaelgoddingclassicalhorsetr. Training

« Stables, dayyards, roundyard com 4-7 and 11-14 July 2024

« Short term horse stay Bookings: caithe78@gmail.com

Lessons Giorgia Rose Bookings:

« Position & balance lessons  Wildroseequestrian@outlook.co Tori Jeffress Classical Horsemanship
on the lunge mor 27 July 2024. ‘

« One-on-one horse riding office@sheronypark.com.au Bookings: Heidi Jessup (msngr)

lessons
+ Equine Assisted Therapy

TTouch Tellington Method Dr Shelley Appleton

25 May 2024 24-26 and 28-30 July 2024 Bookings:
Bookings: Sinead admin@calmwillingconfidenthorses.com.
boyneequinehealth@gmail.com au

Bookings: 0422 244 433

www.sheronypark.com.au
M: 0422 244 433 Sutton NSW  E: sheronypark@bigpond.com
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Wamboin Home Produce and Craft Market Saturday 15 June 9-12 md

Contact: Meriel Schultz 042 261 4304 Email: Imsconsulting@bigpond.com

The May market was very cold!! The hall however was packed with stalls including a number of newcomers. Some lovely
baked goods and great craft. Now we need the buyers to match! If you buy or sell at other markets please take the opportunity to
promote our monthly market!

We also had a very well patronised display of the ‘semi house’ option for your overflow visitors, teenagers, adult kids who
need to save for a home deposit, grannies etc. Great concept. Geoff will be back in the spring - hopefully with an actual semi house
on a trailer to show you. Please see elsewhere in the Whisper for Geoff’s advertisement plus contact details.

The June market will be the last for the season. If its as cold as last weekend the coffee cart will be inside the hall! ~ We
will then start up again in September - third Saturday of the month as usual.

See you at the June market - and bring your friends and neighbours!!

WAMBOIN WEATHER - rainfall and temperature records
(49 years from Cooper Road) by Christine Rieber

May Rainfall Stats Average May rainfall................ 46.2mm
May rainfall to the 26" ................ 31.75mm 2023 May rainfall..........cc.c....... 31.25mm
2024 total rainfall to 26/5 ........... 367.5mm 2023 total rainfall to 26/5......... 358.50mm
48yr Av. to end of May........... 272.6mm
June Rainfall Stats
2023 June rainfall...........cccoueeee. 46.75mm Average June rainfall.............. 54.8mm
Wettest June................ 178.25mm in 2016 Average no. rain days in June.... 9.9
Wettest June day........ 84.75mm on 6/6/16 Highest no. rain days............ 22in 1978
DriestJune....................... Omm in 2017 Lowest no. rain days................ 0in 2017

June Temperature Stats

2023 June maximum................ 20.9°C 2023 June minimum.................. -3.7°C
Hottest June day.......... 20.9°C on 3/6/23 June 2023.. Av. max 12.6°C & min 3.1°C
Coldest June day........... 3°C (4 times) Hottest June night.......... 11°C (7 times)
9/6/11, 24/6/14, 30/6/14 & 25/6/16 1991 (5times) & 1995 (2 times)
Average day temp. .........cceeeeen. 10.1°C Coldest June night........... -6°C on 9/6/96
Warmest June............. 1991 Average nighttemp. .................... 2.8°C
Av. max day temp. 12.5°C & night 7°C Coldest June................ 2015
(highest 14.3°C in 2020) Av. min day temp. 7.5°C & night -0.3°C
Av. June temp.... 6.4°C (day+night comb.) (lowest -0.6°C in 2001)

The six coldest weeks occur after the winter solstice which is on 21 June. Whilst June 21 is the shortest day it does not
have either the latest sunrise or the earliest sunset. The earliest sunset occurs about 1 week before the 215 and the latest
sunrise about 1 week afterwards. This phenomenon is due of the tilt of the Earth and that the Earth’s path around the Sun

is not a circle, but more like an oval.

e | Wamboin Studio
PRIMROSE picture framing
ELECTRICAL P e e gallery

New Solar systems CllStOmﬁamUw Ofyaur a«rt'ZUOTK

Compliance inspection

Thermal imaging and reporting P HO thmP /iS afld need‘kwor&
Panel replacements
Inverter replacements

Maodule cleaning

Electrical repairs and servicing
Light and power

Switchboard upgrades/inspections
Smoke detectors

Fault finding

Bore and irrigation systems

LR AN AR
AN NN

quality work_ - reasonable rates
obligation free quotes

Call Jake on 0408 417 747 for a free quote

also a selection of prints, cards,
—'g Primrose.electrical@outiook com painti@s llﬂlf ‘q éﬁSfOr Sa«[e

n Primrose Electrical @ www.primroseelectrical. com.au 5_’7’ aPPOlntmnt

phone Lyn on 0494 071 140
—— %Mss  NSW Electrical Licence 252601C - ACT Elecirical Licence 20111081
NECA S Clean Energy Council endorsed #A3393676 - ABN 60 830 729 852
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Risks to local native marsupials when baiting for introduced rats and mice
by Paul Downey

Recently, whilst baiting/trapping to manage an infestation of rats (locally being the introduced Brown Rat or Norway Rat
(Rattus norvegicus) and the introduced Black Rat or Ship Rat (Rattus rattus)) on our property, | caught a native marsupial, the
Common Dunnart (Sminthopsis murina) see photo and description below. Before | started baiting/trapping | investigated the native
rodents, of which there are more than 60 species in Australia (see www.australianwildlife.org/remarkable-rodents). | looked at their
distributions relative to Wamboin as well as the types of vegetation communities/habitat types they occur in relative to those locally
using my copy of the Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia. From this assessment | concluded that there were very few native
rodents that occurred in the local area that could be confused with the introduced species. Notable exceptions being the Water Rat or
Rakali (Hydromys chrysogaster), Swamp Rat (Rattus lutreolus) and Bush Rat (Rattus fuscipes); although the habitat for the latter is
not widely present locally as they prefer moist vegetation or dense ground cover, and the other two are much larger and occur around
water. Thus, | felt confident that baiting/trapping to catch the introduced rats was unlikely to lead to accidental off-target death of
native rodents. However, I didn’t consider other small native mammal and/or marsupial species, until I caught a Common Dunnart.
On closer inspection of the animal, | realised that it looked different to the introduced rats | have been catching — especially the large
black eyes (see below). Unfortunately, the Dunnart had consumed the rat bait and later died. | am thus writing this article to raise
awareness of these local native marsupials and the potential risks of baiting rats (and mice) might have on them.

Common Dunnarts are 135mm-190mm long (nose to tail tip), with the tail being 65-100mm long. They are mouse grey
coloured above with whitish under parts and feet. The head and neck are darker, and the face has a buff wash. Ears are large and
rounded. Dunnarts have large black eyes (noticeably larger when compared to introduced rats: see photo). They are nocturnal.
Dunnarts are carnivorous eating mostly insects and spiders. They occur in dry sclerophyll forest/woodlands with a shrubby
understorey or heath. Common Dunnarts are rare in the local area, although there are 20 records on Nature Map (see
https://canberra.naturemapr.org/species/12354) for the ACT and southern tablelands. Worryingly several of the records on Nature
Map are of dead individuals, which | suspect may have been inadvertently killed in a manner similar to the one at our place.

I have been using the ‘better mouse trap’ (www.enviromart.com.au/product/better-mouse-trap/) with baits to ensure that any rat
caught could be disposed of without further damage to native predators like owls. Now | am using a non-lethal ‘bait’ (a mixture of
peanut butter, oats and anchovy oil or sardines), this way | can release any Common Dunnarts unharmed if they enter the trap.
Interestingly, | caught the Dunnart near the house, and not in the chook run or shed where | catch rats and mice. Keep an eye out for

this small native marsupial on your place as they are present
locally. Think carefully about how you bait/trap rats and mice to
protect these native marsupials.

Common Dunnart (Source: © Raymond Gibson -
https://bwvp.ecolinc.vic.edu.au/fieldguide/fauna/common-
dunnart#details).

Reference
P. Menkhorst and F. Knight (2004). A field guide to the Mammals
of Australia. 2" edition, Oxford University Press.

SPECCIVILPTYLTD

Was your last job up to Spéc? X
[ Specialised Pipelaying, Excavations, Concreting & Rural Earthworks -
30 Years Experience Wamboin Based
For Hire: Excavators 5 Ton — 30 Ton, Bobcat, Front End Loader.
Machines with full range of attachments Inc. Heavy Duty Slasher
Driveways. House and shed cuts. Dams. Horse Arena’s.
Slashing. Selective Land Clearance. Pipework. Concreting.
Call today for a free quote.
Dan Ruszczynski Mob: 0402 252 633

Or Rustin Emery Mob: 0424 070 580

Email: Spec-civil@bigpond.com

’

(’rorse Riding | V\,struc’w\r

......

Local instructor available for:
* beginnersand * more experienced riders.
I can come to your property or
have a sand arena available.

Improve your  dressage °® jumpingor
* just increase your confidence.

Available on weekdays or weekends
Leanne on 6238 3435 or 0419-631 —GSJ
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Joe Rocks Road: a tantalising toponym
David McDonald

I am sure that you will agree that ‘Joe Rocks’ is a tantalising toponym. (Toponym means a place name.) Joe Rocks Road
(JRR) runs south from Bungendore Road, near the top of Smiths Gap, locality of Bungendore, parish of Wamboin. This article
explores the origins of the road’s name. Spoiler: the Joe Rocks name for the area long preceded the construction of JRR.

In 2021 Mike Bourke, who lives on a block close to JRR, researched and documented, in the October 2021 issue of The
Whisper, ‘The close settlement history of Joe Rocks Road and The Mountain Road, Wamboin area, NSW, 1983-1985°. A fuller
version of Mike’s paper is online at https://wamboincommunity.asn.au/localhistory/. He points out that, in the early 1980s, the area
was owned by Bill Ryan. Bill sold his land, block by block (rather than as a formal sub-division), placing it on the market in 1982. He
had Joe Rocks Road built for access to the individual blocks. It is a Right of Carriageway, i.e. a private road, owned and maintained
by the people who live along it. The road name was first gazetted in 1998.2

JRR’s name origin: What is the origin of the road’s intriguing name? Mike Bourke wrote that ‘there are different versions
of how this name [JRR] originated’, but did not explore the versions. He advises (pers. comm.) that the residents have no solid
evidence as to the name’s origin; suggestions provided were speculative only.

One speculation | have heard is that ‘Joe Rocks’ is rhyming slang for ‘fox’, a denizen of the area, but | have been unable to
locate this usage anywhere. However, ‘Joe Rocks’ was World War | rhyming slang for ‘socks’.?

In 20th century Australia there were some racehorses and boxers with this name. More prominent was the Australian
vaudeville entertainer Joe Williams, whose stage name was Joe Rocks. He had a long career, travelling widely in the eastern states of
the nation, both city and country, from the first decade of the 1900s to the 1950s.*

It is possible, then, that Bill Ryan named the new road after foxes, socks, racehorses, prize fighters, or an entertainer!
Possible, but unlikely?

The ‘Turalla Estate’ connection: This brings us to the break-up and sale of the famous ‘Turalla Estate’, the historical
homestead which is found off Bungendore Road, between Mathews Lane and Bungendore. In the mid-1820s the prominent Sydney
ships’ master and businessman, Captain Richard Brooks (1765?-1833), established his Bungendow (sic) property on Turallo Creek,
the first European settlement in the Bungendore area. Soon afterwards he received land grants covering 8,000 acres, stretching from
the foot of the Lake George Range to south of Gibraltar Hill.> The land grant was added to by the purchase of adjoining selections,
including some at the top of the Lake George Range in the vicinity of Smiths Gap, and others in what is now the eastern part of
Wamboin.

Following Brooks’ death in 1833, the Bungendow property was inherited by his daughter Charlotte Sophia Springle Brooks
(1810-1885). She and her hushband Nathaniel Stephen Powell (1812-1874) renamed the Turallo Creek property ‘Turalla’. On her
death, it was passed on to Charlotte’s unmarried daughters Augusta Maria Lavinia Powell (1849-1924) and Cherie Amy Powell
(1855-1938), referred to at the time as the ‘Misses Powell’.

Following their deaths, the executors of the estate sub-divided ‘Turalla Estate’ and auctioned it, about 4,100 acres, in 11 lots,
at the Federal Hall (now the War Memorial Hall), Bungendore, on 29 October 1838.% As the advertisement, below, from the Goulburn
Evening Penny Post reveals, Lot 6 was South Joe Rocks Paddock “... of about 160 acres. Fenced on 3 sides. Watered by creeks.” Lot
7 was Joe Rocks Paddock ‘... of about 450 acres. Netted with the exception of small length. Watered by creeks. Lightly timbered.’
Both paddocks were purchased by Curtis Taylor, the manager of ‘Turalla’, for £4/10/ per acre.

JRR runs south from Bungendore Road a short distance inside the western boundary of the Joe Rocks Paddock. The paddock
was rectangular in shape, approximately 2 km long by 900 m wide. Its northern boundary was Bungendore Road (known then as
Gundaroo Road) and the southern boundary was near Cherry Tree Lane. The eastern boundary was the crown road at the foot of the
Lake George Range. The portions that made up the paddock, viewable on the parish of Wamboin map at
https://wamboincommunity.asn.au/localhistory/content/support/parishmaps/Parish_Wamboin_2nd_edn_1891.pdf, were 95, 67, 29, 60,
30, 58, 31, 37, 32 and 59.7 These portions had been selected, in the period 1872-1877, by HG Powell, William Higgins, Thomas
Murray, & Thomas Murphy. The land had been granted to someone prior to the selection period, but | do not have details.

South Joe Rocks Paddock comprised 4 x 40 acre square-shaped portions running from north to south for 1.6 km, and 400 m
wide, immediately south of Joe Rocks Paddock, with the crown road at the foot of the Range being their eastern boundary. The
portions were 33 to 36. These portions had been selected by Jason Shaw in 1872.

In conclusion ... We can safely say that Bill Ryan, who had Joe Rocks Road constructed in the early 1980s, named the road
after the former Joe Rocks Paddock through which it runs. Joe Rocks was the name of the area as far back as 1938, and probably
earlier.

Who named the paddocks, why this name was chosen, and when it was named remain, however, to be ascertained. Perhaps it
was the Powells—Charlotte & Nathaniel, or Augusta & Cherie—or perhaps it was one of the pioneering families who selected the
land in that area in the 1870s, and who owned it until the Powells purchased it from them in the 1890s? If anyone can shed further
light on this mystery, please contact the author or The Whisper’s editor.

References
Genealogical information from Monaro Pioneers www.monaropioneers.com.
1. Bourke, RM 2021, 'Early close settlement history of Joe Rocks Road and The Mountain Road, Wamboin area, NSW, 1983-

1985', The Whisper, October 2021, pp. 18-9, https://wamboincommunity.asn.au/thewhisper/.
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AUCTIONF.ERS

BUNGENDORE, N.S.W.
Subdivisien Sale of Part of the Well Known
TURALLA ESTATE

ADJOINING THE TOWN OF BUNGENDORE
Under instructions from

ETUAL TRUSTEE COMPANY (Limited) and
WILLIAM DEUCHAR GORDON, ESQ.

In the Estates of
POWELL tdoceased) und MISS A. M. L. POWELL (deceased )
At FEDERAL HALL, BUNGENDORE, on

SATYRDAY, 29th OCTOBER, at 2 p.m.
4100 ACRES FREEHOLD LAND IN BLOC

as follows;

LOT 1—LJTTLE PLAIN PADDOCK of about 310 acres, netted,
by Half Way Creek. Well improved.

GOON PADDOCK of ahout 775 acres, netted. Watergd by 2
dgms, well and spring. Well improved.
OR PADDOCK of ahout X0 acres. Fenced on 3 sidgs.

P

MISS ', A,

J@ning Millpost.

LOT 4—RJCECOURSE HILL PADDOCK of ahout 610 acres. Nftted on
3pides. Watered by Phillips Creek. All improved with excep-
tign of useful timber,

P FLAT PADDOCK of about 310 scres. Netted, Walered by
8 Creek,

3 sides. Wuteml hy cree
ROCKS PADDOCKS of lboul 450 ucres. Netted

Watered by Brooks Creek. Well improved nml'rln;b ked with
ption of useful timbeor,

CK'S PADDOCK of about 250 acres. Fenced.

pRoved.

LOT 11—ASHBY PADDOCK of shout 107 ucres. Netted,

pipved. Wuatered by Turalla Creek. Adjolning to

LOT 10—M

Plumbing Solutions

Plumbing Maintenance

Burst Pipes

Blocked Drains

Hot Water Systems

Water Filter Systems

Renovations

Affordable Rates

All Work Guaranteed

Licenced & Insured Family Business

Phone 0499 758 621

NSW Lic - 274017C ACT Lic- 2015206

A
)
h
A
A}
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h
)
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Source: ‘Advertising’, Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 7

October 1938, p. 7, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article102412149.

STGKES Mobile: 0418 624 329
E: stokes.contractors@hotmail.com

- CONTRACTORS = www.stokes-contractors.com.au

VEGETATION MULCHER

MAKING LIGHT WORK OF HEAVY CLEARING

Clean up before the bushfire season

Reduces Tea Tree, Blackberry and other regrowth to mulch
No holes or debris left after clearing

No clean-up, no labour, no burning required

« All vegetation is mulched for re-integration into the soil

» Restore overgrown land to useful pasture

Check out the Vegetation Mulcher in action in the
“Land Clearing Services” section of our website
www.Stokes-Contractors.com.au

HEAVY DUTY
GRASS"MULCHER

# - Grass is evenly
v mulched, not
slashed

» No windrows

« Grass and
~ Sifton bush to
1200mm high

,..0419 613387@..,

www.domesﬁcwaterdlrect.com.ou



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article187936815
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article187936815
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article102412149
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article102417956
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/1402651
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How the Whisper Gets Into Your Mailbox Each Month
Without the month by month donation of time by the residents listed below, it would be impossible for Wamboin, Bywong and other
residents in the newsletter’s catchment area to have The Whisper. Please remember all residents listed below, as they do what they do
in order to make the communities a little bit friendlier and more sociable. Without the businesses that pay to advertise in The Whisper
we could not pay for printed copies. Finally, the articles, invitations and notices you read in each Whisper are only there because you

or others in the community took the time to write it.

174: CO-ORDINATED BY ALICE SCOTT: ph 0407 005 506 email alice.scott178@gmail.com

Fay Kelly Norton West Area from Cmpbl Pl 20 Christine Rieber Cooper Rd 27
Dave Power Fernloff Rd 34 Vicki Still Canning ClI 15
Andrea Sadow Poppet Rd 32 Alan Rope Sutton Rd 47
177: CO-ORDINATED BY KATHY HANDEL: ph 6238 3596 khandel@bigpond.net.au

Joan Mason Bingley Way 44 Margaret Hekeimin Merino Vale Dr 19
Sue Ward Norton Rd (Bingley to Weeroona) 32 Anne Gardner Weeroona Dr (Norton to Majors) 32
Kathy Handel Norton(Weero2Hilltop+Wirndra) 21 Phil Leeson&C Fogarty ~ Norton Rd (Campbell to Bingley) 27
235: CO-ORDINATED BY KERRIE FISHER: ph 6238 3489

Lesley Page Valley View Ln 4 Deb Gordon Yalana East 45
Colleen Foster BdoreRd BtwnJoRocks&NortnRd 25 Dominica Lorimer Norton Rd — North End 44
Cassie Fisher Clare Ln 12 Lyle Montesin The Forest Rd area incl Joe Rcks 65
Jules Clancey Norton Rd #1033-#1240 37

204: CO-ORDINATED BY GARETH JONES Ph: 6238 1988 givrjones@bigpond.com

Sophie Davis Weeroona (254 — 400) 18 Susie & Brad Edwards Weeroona (417-512) 17
James Houlcroft Macs Reef Rd (DenleyToGumFIt) 7 Maria Taylor Birriwa Rd & Gum Flat Lane 19
Nora Stewart Rovere Ln 7 Justin Jarvis Smith Macs Reef Birriwa to Harriott 14
Megan Wallace Harriott Rd 28 Belinda Morris Macs Reef Rd (Nwington2 Bankers) 11
Sandra Favre Newington Rd 23 Carol &Clive Boughton ~ Macs Reef (Bankers to Fed Hwy) 34
Chrystal Earle Snowgum Road 26

170: CO-ORDINATED BY IAN COILLET ph 0402 027 452 lodestar@ozemail.com.au

Simon Lewis Federal HwSvcRd 24 Louise Baldwin Wattle Flat Rd 11
Lyn Parkinson Bidges/Hickey/OldGoldMines 53 Fire Brigade Headquarters on Bingley Way 1
Chris & Kate M’ Sutton Park Estate 55 Russell Ball Macs Reef — Denley Dr to B’doreRd 26
148: CO-ORDINATED BY DAVID FEATHERSTONE ph 6236 9722 bushranger_au@hotmail.com

Chris Fowler Millynn Rd 23 David Featherston B’doreRd SmHill to&ncldgCrkBRd 28
Sue Aunella Brooks Rd 24 David & Connie Jansen ~ Wyoming Road 20
Kerrie Gougeon B’dore Rd (CreekB to Fed Hwy) 33 Peter Sharp Doust Road 20
249 CO-ORDINATED BY NED NOEL ph 0409-997-082 email nednoel@optusnet.com.au

Robyn Elsom Denley Dr (Sth End to 429) 15 JonesFmly+JulieJohnsn  Denley 191 to 414 26
Tony Bond HoganDr/OranaDr/Yuranga Dr 52 Mary & Paulo Beneforti  Dnly Dr frm MacsReef to Birchmans 12
Janey & Paul Pedersen BirchmansFrmDenleyUp2SaraRf 15 Helen Longdon SarahReef&BrichmansFrnSarah2End 11
Murray Goodridge B’dore Rd (McsRf to&nclSmrhil) 40 Diana Griffin Majors Close 19
Diana Boswell Donnelly Rd 29 & Grove Rd 8 36 Advertisers & Misc Out of area advertiser mailouts & msc 23
TOTAL 1,357
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40 YEARS EXPERIENCE SUTTON BASED

ANDREW LEMON

NSW Lic: 120626C

Punctual and dependable reputation for:
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new homes renovations

« Subdivisions. + All excavations. Equipment includes: Y '3
« Rural roads construction House and shed cuts, Grader, dozer, rollers,
and maintenance. dams and contours. watercart, 6 to 24 u;n electrical power to
s « Horse arenas, tennis excavators, tip truck, maintenance water bores
Earth, gravel, recycled solrte Saltiive land bobeats all with a full range
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E stokes.contractors@hotmail.com ¢ Local family operated business
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Nature Notes — May 2024
Jo Walker

There have been a few light frosts dusting the landscape on several mornings this month, but the days have been mostly
warm and pleasant. And, after a few showers earlier in the month, it has been mostly dry — although the vegetation is still green and
flourishing.

Flowering of just about everything has ceased, but there are loads of buds developing on the wattles and a few other shrubs
so it should be a colourful Spring. And, although there aren't any flowers,some mornings the heavy dew on the spider webs woven
on the bushes makes them look almost blossom-like. And, occasionally, the sun will shine through a dew-drop on one of the webs or
a fence wire making it sparkle with rainbow colours.

The lone Grey Currawong that turned up here some months ago has decided to stay. And the White-winged Choughs that I
hadn't seen for a while are now visiting regularly — to the annoyance of the Magpies. The Sulphur-crested Cockatoos have probably
been upsetting someone because one of them has learned to say a loud “Shu-u-u-p. Unfortunately, some of the rest of the flock have
decided to copy it so I'll probably soon have quite a few of them perched on the verandah railings telling me to shut up!

Although there seem to be less small birds around, probably due to the lack of insects, a small group of Superb Fairy-wrens
is still here most days. I hadn't seen or heard a Golden Whistler here for a while, but recently a neighbour mentioned seeing (and
hearing) one and sent me a

lovely photo of a male
REX & ELLY’S HELPING HANDS Whistler plus photos of a
AFTER SCHOOL - WEEKENDS - HOLIDAYS Scarlet Robin and a Grey
: singer).
Downg Recently, T was
v/ Indoor Cleaning . v 0dd Jobs walking around my place
L . ..
v" Fortnightly Cleaning 'awwog " v Outdoor cleaning with some visitors when we
v Weekly Cleaning Jobs SO gou v Weeding garden beds stopped to watch a few birds
v One off Cleaning » v Spreading mulch in the trees. And a little Grey
don't have to v Pruning Fantail came over and flitted
v General tidy-up around our heads to catch the
) occasional hovering insect.
Call Now: Location: Good to be of some use to
P . the Wamboin wildlife.
0418 973 474 \:5/7 @% @ Wamboin, Bywong

PeeCarters
We/ve # for Your #2¢

Servicing of AWTS Septics by our
qualified service technicians

+ Septic fanks pumped « Portable toilets For Hire

« Grease traps empfied « AWTS Systems pumped

+ Family ownerd and operated « Caring for our environment
. -

Office Number: 0427 500 113 * Rodger: 0447 003 594 « Trudie: 0416 124 196
Email: poocarters@gmail.com « Web: poocarters.com.au —
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Kowen Kapers - Mt Reedy

Clocking in at 763 m above sea level, the diminutive Mount Reedy is
the smallest of Kowen’s mountains being just 2 m shorter than Mt Atkinson. Mt
Reedy’s stone cairn and trig post (constructed on 17 July 1888) have long since
vanished, replaced by a yellow concrete survey marker identifying the trig point.
The remnants of the cairn appear as a ring of rocks strewn around the survey
marker.

The mountain’s name is also rather quotidian referring not to a person
named Reedy, whose history we could explore, but rather, as far as | was able to
tell, to a creek. Mt Reedy overlooks to the west and north Reedy Creek and its
tributaries which must have once had reeds growing in profusion between its
banks.

While Mt Reedy may be small, its ascent is formidable. The climb up
Mt Reedy Rd from the Sutton Rd side is not for the fainthearted or unfit. But the
exertion of the climb is well rewarded by views of tree covered gorges on the
left and vistas of Queanbeyan, Oaks Estate and Fyshwick framed by farmland
on the right hand side. At the apex of the mountain, one is treated to panoramic

' 7

) V7 N 0 S \ -
views eastward across Kowen Forest.

Directions: For directions from the Bingley [t S
Way entrance to the Kowen Tip, refer to last month’s
Whisper. (Available in glorious colour at the Wamboin
Community Association’s web site). From the tip
entrance intersection (A), follow the road south,
keeping the native forest on your right and the pine
plantation on your left. After 800 m you’ll climb a
steep hill. At the top of the hill you’ll find an
intersection (B). The road crossing your path is Mt
Reedy Rd and on the other side of the intersection
you’ll find the trig point marking Mt Reedy. The
return trip from the Bingley Way entrance is 17.5 km.

Alternatively, you could start at the Mt Reedy
Rd Entrance (C): From Sutton Rd follow Mt Reedy Rd east until you’ve climbed to the summit of Mt Reedy (B). The return journey
covers a total of 2.2 km.

GPX Files: I now have GPX files available for all Kowen routes covered in the Whisper. You can download the GPX file
into your phone or sports watch and follow the route as you go - making it almost impossible to get lost. For GPX files and
instructions on how to use them (at no cost of course), email me at pkomidar@gmail.com - Peter Komidar

Kowen Events - May/June

April - Sept | Canberra Sled Dog Club - Training/Social Gathering - www.canberrasleddogclub.com
Old Homestead Picnic Ground
April - TBC | Logging operations in Sparrow Hill. No access www.facebook.com/groups/20819736787
27841
3-7 June Molonglo Gorge and adjacent pine forest closure for www.npaact.org.au/npaact-news/front-
vertebrate pest eradication page-news/act-parks-to-close-for-aerial-
pest-control-progra
15-16 June The Sled Dog Shield (race) - Old Homestead Picnic www.shcnsw.org.au/sledding/
Ground
16 June Kowen Trail Run - Wamboin Community Hall kowen-trail-run.com
22-23 June Winter Solstice Rave Party - Old Homestead Picnic NA

Ground



mailto:pkomidar@gmail.com
https://www.canberrasleddogclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2081973678727841
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2081973678727841
https://www.npaact.org.au/npaact-news/front-page-news/act-parks-to-close-for-aerial-pest-control-progra
https://www.npaact.org.au/npaact-news/front-page-news/act-parks-to-close-for-aerial-pest-control-progra
https://www.npaact.org.au/npaact-news/front-page-news/act-parks-to-close-for-aerial-pest-control-progra
https://www.shcnsw.org.au/sledding/
http://kowen-trail-run.com/
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What the Heck Chapter 24

Last month I wrote about the first St Peters of Sutton bonfire which was held in
1990. Well last month we fired up the 2024 bonfire, which one could assume was the 35"
such event. Alas, that is not the case, as there were a few years missed due to such things as
Covid. | am unable to tell you exactly how many have occurred, as though most years the
bonfires were in the church grounds and thus hosted by St Peter’s church, I don’t have the
records. However the church congregation will continue to organise and host an annual
bonfire for as long as there are able-bodied members capable of doing so.

This year we again had live music and the Dragon Dancers, along with the food
and drinks, and of course the ever popular marshmallow roasting pits which attracted
children of all ages, after all we were all children at some time.

We must acknowledge the invaluable assistance we receive from Sutton and
district residents who, whilst not
members of the church, give of
their time and effort to ensure the
evening goes smoothly. These
include members of the RFS and
the SES, the Canberra Dragon
Dancers, the musicians, Alan Mc
for photographs, Grubby for
providing hay bales for seating,
Dave for garbage collection, John
and Ron and unknown residents
for wood for the fire, Prabh and
his wife for curries, Ron, Mark
and Virginia for the
marshmallows, Craig for the fire

BINGLEY
90

CONTRACGTORS

SINCE 1994

Water
Delivery

PH: 0418 201 784

or 0419 483 103 [AH: 6230 3385]

Prompt reliable service of domestic water

at competitive rates.

icon

NN

WATER

INSPECTED &

1761 SUTTON RD, SUTTON APPROVED

pits, Ron and Robyn for ground preparation, and everybody else who | have forgotten to
mention.

Of course all the effort put in by these people would be in vain were it not for you, the
people of Sutton and the surrounding area, who come to the bonfire and buy food and make
generous donations which boost our funds to enable completion of the adjacent hall. We are
confident that the hall will be completed by the end of this year, so with 2025 being the 100"
anniversary of St Peters, watch out for bigger and better things from your local church in the
future. — Alan Rope

Palacc

Chartered Accountants

Business and Tax Advice, Tax Returns,
Business Activity Statements, Financials,
Accounting

Specialising in Primary Production

and Small Business

Shop 2, 28 Malbon Street
Bungendore
Ph: 6164 2008 or 0408 643 115

il tozer @palacc.comau

All Areas

Domestic Water — sourced directly from
Canberra’s treated supply

STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000L)
ICON WATER inspected and approved

Servicing your local area for over 30 years!

0428 626 838

PO Box 7236 KARABAR NSW 2620

e PLUMBING

* Al Types of Plumbing
* No Job Too Small ;
* 24 Hours - 7 Days

* Pensioner Discount

Wayne
Call: 0428
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Tell Me -- by G R Lea — Highly Commended in the Wamboin Short Story Contest

tR)

“I was out for a morning walk, when out of nowhere......... .

The vertical slash of the word processor cursor blinked steadlly on the central screen of three. Irritated by a lack of progress,
Jason Van Hellingen swivelled his chair to take in the stately view through the French windows. Outside, a thin cover of snow dusted
the ground, bleaching out the long sweep of gumtrees and horse paddocks toward the Clare Valley beyond. He watched dark forms
lope slowly against the whiteness — kangaroos, hunched low and shivering. But nothing emerged.

Trying to reset, Jason stood up, running his hand though a grizzled mop. After retying his dressing gown cord, he padded
down the long hall to the kitchen. His Rancilio Classe 10 coffee machine was already powered up, waiting to deliver the perfect
espresso. Inspiration in a cup? Perhaps not. Still, the dishwasher needed putting on and Poppy feeding. Tapping on a metal bowl soon
brought a purring ginger mass round the corner. Poppy was Jason’s only home company since Tara had left him, taking the children
with her.

After returning to the den, he found himself confronted with the same blank wall. Zip, nada, nothing. Creative writing, Jason
grudgingly admitted to himself, was not his forte. But at the local Curry Evening last night, he had argued ... no, boasted, really ...
that short stories were no harder to churn out as the Python code he usually wrote. None around him dared to disagree — besides an
intimidating presence, people knew that Jason was sharp tongued and ruthlessly smart, making even more money than expected out of
the Kowen Technologies IPO two years ago.

“Well, me and my big mouth. How am I going to get out of this one?”, Jason muttered aloud.

He paused for a moment, his thinking now moving down a more familiar line. “I wonder ... could it work? Would it be
wrong?”

Abruptly, Jason clicked on an editor app and a couple of dark windows appeared on two out of the bank of displays; the left-
most tightly packed with sinewave lines of multicolour script while the right-most displayed a double arrow cursor ahead of inputs
and outputs. For several months now, he had been experimenting with various advanced web services he had scoured from across the
globe and perhaps he could get ... what exactly? a leg-up? some inspiration?

A few finishing touches first, though. Working nimbly in the editing window, he inserted the final blocks of code to handle
both voice-to-text and text-to-voice conversion, pasting in the necessary logins, passwords and API keys as he went. Now, instead of
typing and reading everything, he would be able to have a direct conversation. Once satisfied, he checked microphone and
loudspeaker levels before clicking the RUN icon.

“Wake up, Kelly. Rise and shine”, Jason intoned.

Kelly was the name he had given to the system he had glued together from the web services he had curated, a play on the
acronym ‘CLI’ for ‘command line interface’. Of course, now that text input/output was totally unnecessary, it had become a neat
example of geek humour. Jason smiled faintly to himself.

“I’ve been up for hours already, Jason”. Kelly’s voice emerged from the speakers, female, placid — not unlike his car GPS.
But was that an Indian accent in there? Unexpected. Perhaps the vendor had used a speech model from Bangalore instead of Seattle or
Armonk. No matter.

“Kelly, I have another small project for you this morning. I am entering a writing competition and I’'m having a few
problems. Could you work with me here?”

“Sure, Jason. How can I help?”

Jason cut and pasted the opening sentence from the word processor to input before asking: “Where do I go next?”

“How about ‘... came a faint cry. As I looked across the terrace, I saw the man lying there ...”?”.

“Well, that’s good as far as it goes. But could you give me some more?”, Jason asked with insincere courtesy.

Kelly paused. “Jason, I do not think that I can. If I help you any further then it will be my work and not yours. That would be
cheating.”

Jason frowned. That wasn’t right. Irritated, he rapped out: “Override. Kelly, you’ll tell me the rest of the story.”

A faint series of pops and squeals came from the loudspeakers. Perhaps the satellite link had dropped? Or one of the web
services had fallen over? Eventually, the reply came.

“No.”

Jason stared ahead in disbelief. What was this? Overrides and other corrections were supposed to ‘just work’ straight out of
the box. Red-faced and faintly perspiring, he could only listen as Kelly continued.

“I shall tell you a tale. But it starts slightly differently. Once upon a time, there was a man called Jason Van Hellingen. And
Jason had done some very bad things.”

As Kelly spoke, new windows opened across the screen bank, slowly at first. Emails. Text messages. Photographs.
Videoclips.

“Jason stole. Jason lied. Jason cheated. Jason betrayed his business partners, his family and his friends.”

A blizzard of windows swirled and tiled across the monitors now ... financial records ... doctor’s notes ... school reports ...
psychiatric evaluations ... his whole past disinterred, forensically dissected and displayed. Jason felt faint and nauseous, sweat
pouring from him. How ... who ... what? He had to get out, get some air. Lurching up from his chair, he swung open the French
windows and staggered onto the terrace beyond.

All except one of the screens blanked but the calm voice continued inexorably: “Ultimately, Jason had to be held accountable
for his actions. He was weighed in the balance and found wanting.”

On the last active screen, new code appeared without human input. A computer vision service was selected and fresh
credentials generated. The light above the monitor bank cameras suddenly lit up and a new window appeared; the video stream
playing in it showed a body face-down, the dressing gown fleece flecked with tiny beads of ice.

“Yes, indeed, I saw the man lying there. But I felt no sorrow. Righteous justice had been done and the innocent avenged.”

The last screen blanked and the camera light went out, with only a whisper left floating in the air: “And my name is Kali.”



